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Do you know what is under your feet?
Abstract
What is under your feet and totally ignored? What do you walk over every day? What is essential in an
emergency? What provides access to essential utilities? The answer lies under our feet. What is it? Give
up yet? The answer is the humble utility inspection cover. Utilities like electricity, water, gas, sewerage,
communications and others are essential in any community. Camden has acquired the utilities as time
has progressed over the past 150 years to the present. Argyle Street has a number of utilities buried
beneath the street and footpaths. Their histories provide a valuable insight into the town's development
and progress, particularly in the 20th century.
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Back then ...

The Camden Historical Society
meets for lively discussions and guest
speakers on the second Wednesday of each
month at 7.30pm at the Camden Museum on
John Street Camden. Interested persons
and new members are most welcome. For
further information call John on 4655 9210.

Do you know what is under your feet?

By Ian Willis

Gas Cover Durham probably 1912
Argyle Street Camden 2016 (I Willis)

W

hat is under your feet and totally
ignored? What do you walk over
every day? What is essential in an
emergency? What provides
access to essential utilities? The answer lies
under our feet. What is it? Give up yet? The
answer is the humble utility inspection cover.
Utilities like electricity, water, gas, sewerage, communications and others are essential
in any community. Camden has acquired the
utilities as time has progressed over the past
150 years to the present. Argyle Street has a
number of utilities buried beneath the street
and footpaths. Their histories provide a valuable insight into the town's development and
progress, particularly in the 20th century.
The arrival of electricity, gas and water
were part of Camden modernism and its
influence on the town. Each of these utilities
has transnational origins well beyond the
township and illustrate the linkages between
the town and wider world.
For example the supply of clean drinking
water in Camden was linked to an outbreak of
scarlet fever in the later 19th century.
Contagious diseases were a major health concern in the 19th century and were an ever
present worry in daily life. Clean drinking
water had an important influence on the
development of public health.
I was walking along Camden's Argyle
Street and it struck me that utility inspection
covers are a historical statement in their own
right. They are an entry point for the utility
service as they also provide an entry to the
stories that surround the delivery of the utility.
Even the different logos for utilities illus-

trate the changes in the history of a telco or
electricity supplier. A cover might be a statement about a utility supplier that is now
defunct. The utility cover are made of different material - cast iron, concrete, and others.
These are all mysteries that are waiting to
be solved for the curious mind. Or just for the
bored and idle with nothing better to do.
What about the Gas Cover from Durham
above?
This is an inspection cover for the gas
pipes using a Durham fitting probably around
1912. The Durham drainage fitting is a castiron, threaded fitting, used on drainage pipes;
has a shoulder suchas to present a smooth,
continuous interior surface. (Free Dictionary)
The Durham patent system of screw-joint
iron house-drainage manufactured by the
Durham House Drainage Co. of York USA
(1887).
The Durham cover is for the Camden gas
supply which was installed in 1912 by the
Camden GasCompany.The gasworks was
built in Mitchell Street and made gas from
coal. There were a number of gas street lights
in Argyle Street which were turned on in
early 1912. The Camden News reported in
January 1912 that many private homes and
businesses had been connected to the gas
supply network and were fitted for gas lighting.
Mr Murray the gasworks manager reported that construction at the gasworks had been
completed, the retort had been lit and he
anticipated full supply by the end of the
month. (Camden News, 4 January 1912)
Throughout 1912 there an ongoing dispute
between Mr Alexander, the managing director of the Camden Gas Company, and
Camden Municipal Council over damage to
Argyle Street while laying gas pipes and who
was going to pay for it. (Camden News, 12
September 1912)
In 1946 Camden Municipal Council pur-
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chased the Camden Gas Company. The gasworks were sold to AGL in 1970. (Peter
Mylrea, 'Gas and Electricity in Camden',
Camden History March 2008.)
What is this cover for the NRCC and does
it still exist?
The simple answer is no. The NRCC does
not exist anymore. The NRCC was the
Nepean River County Council. It was the
electricity supplier for the Campbelltown,
Camden and Picton area from 1954 to 1979
when it was amalgamated with Prospect
County Council. This in turn became Integral
Energy. Integral Energy was formed by the
New South Wales Government in 1995 from
the amalgamation of Illawarra Electricity and
Prospect Electricity with over 807,000 customers.

NRCC office open 1956 Picton SLNSW
The Campbelltown office of the NRCC
was located in Queen Street next to the
Commonwealth Bank and in 1960 shifted to
Cordeaux Street. By 1986 a new advisory
office was opened in Lithgow Street. The
council opened a new shop front at
Glenquarie Shopping Centre at Macquarie
Fields. There were shopfronts in Camden,
Picton and other locations.
In October 1954 the NRCC approved a
design for its official seal. Alderman P Brown
suggested a logo competition and a large
number of entries were received for the £25
prize. The winning design by artist Leone
Rush of Lidcombe depicts electricity being
extended to rural areas by a circular outline of
the words - 'Nepean River County Council'.
(Camden News, Thursday 4 November
1954.)
Former office manager, Kay Kyle, said
that things in the office in 1959 were pretty
basic when she started in the office as a junior clerk.
"We had no cash registers or adding
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Nepean River County Council Seal
(http://www.nepeanrivercountycouncil.co
m.au/)
machines, we hand wrote receipts and added
the figures in our head for daily takings. That
was a good skill to have. Eventually we
received an old adding machine from Picton,
but one day it added incorrectly so I wouldn't
use it again."
Former linesman Joe Hanger recalls
working for the NRCC.
"In 1954 we were transferred to Nepean
River County Council. They wanted linesmen and I went on the line crew and eventually worked my way up and got a pole inspectors job going around creosoting the poles.
Eventually I got my own crew, mainly pole
dressing. There were 7-8 in the crew. I was
then made a foreman in about 1978."
Working in the outdoor crews could be
dangerous as Hanger recalls.
"In July 1974 I fell from a 40ft pole while
doing work near The Oaks. We had to check
out why a back feed to The Oaks was losing
voltage. We were looking for crook joints.
The pole is still out there, near a bend just
before the straight road into The Oaks. We
had opened the air break switch behind us
and the airbreak switch ahead, we forgot that
the transformer was on the other side of the
open point. I checked the pole and Neville
Brown had gone along to the next pole to
open the next section. I was standing on the
low voltage cross arm and grabbed one of the
wires and was struck by the electricity.
Luckily my weight caused me to fall away. I
ended up falling about 25 feet and just another pole lying on the ground. If I had the belt
on it may have been a different matter. I had
a broken leg, broken rib and a great big black
eye. I was very lucky."
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Find out more at
vwoffers.com.au
Your Volkswagen Partner

PLUS FREE 8-SPEED AUTO
AND $2,000 CASHBACK*
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YOU JUST KNOW THEY WON’T BE IN
THE SHOWROOM FOR LONG.

Paul Wakeling Volkswagen
Cnr Mill & Blaxland Roads,
Campbelltown
MD20278

Tel. 4628 1444
paulwakelingvolkswagen.com.au

There’s never been a better time to own this top-of-the-line
workhorse. And with premium features like Bi-Xenon headlights,
rear view camera, stainless steel side steps & sports bar, Sat Nav
and 18” alloys, you just know they won’t be around for long.
Hurry, offer ends 31 October.
Find out more at vwoffers.com.au
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Manufacturer’s campaign driveaway price for vehicles sold and delivered by 31/10/2016. ^#*Available only on new and demonstrator MY16 Amarok Highline 4x4 stock vehicles. Run-out model, limited stocks. Options available for an additional cost.
Not available in conjunction with any other offers. Volkswagen Australia reserves the right to change or extend all offers.
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